12           CONFESSIONS   OF   AN   ETONIAN.
rank being " the   sitter"  in the leading boat;
but boating is not allowed.
** Montem," so called, perhaps, from the ce-
remony of a boy flourishing a flag on a small
mount, occurs every third year, when the upper
boys are dressed as officers, and the fags, re-
sembling sailors, in white trowsers and blue
jackets. Thus they are obliged to expose them-
selves to a multitude, while they walk to Salt
Hill, where they dine. As an Eton boy, I have
witnessed four JMontems, and could never thi-nTr
of each but as a ridiculous, tedious, and de-
testable performance 5 the only good resulting
is, that the captain of the collegers receives
several hundreds of pounds, which are collected
from the crowd by other collegers in fancy
dresses, and denominated " salt-bearers," and
" runners," who dun high and low for " salt."